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once more, Waldernar threatened the cities that he
would complain of them to their spiritual and
temporal lords ; among them the Pope and the
emperor. The cities had forestalled him. They had
sent copies of a letter, stating their grievances against
a king whom they denounced as " a tyrant and a
pirate," to some thirty spiritual and temporal lords.
In the letter to the emperor, Liibeck, whence all the
letters were dated, excused itself in particular for
not responding to Charles's recent invitation to join
his Roman expedition on the plea of its home diffi-
culties, while humbly giving thanks for the honour
done it by the offer. It also justified itself for not
paying during the past year to Waldernar a tax
decreed by Charles, since this king, it wrote, " seeks
to withdraw your town of Liibeck from the emperor
and the empire.'7 It grieved to state that the
emperor lived too far off to shield by his arms his
weak and neglected flock in the northern region of
the empire. Therefore the emperor's most gracious
majesty must not take it amiss if the cities, with
God's help, did something towards their own pro-
tection.

Worded with all the servile language of the period,
Liibeck yet in this letter made it pretty evident to
its supreme ruler that it meant to stand on its own
feet, as it knew too well how unsteady were its
sovereign's.

Yet, again, Waldernar was warned of the growing
strength, the earnest purpose of the League, and this
time he seems to have been alarmed, for he tried to
detach from it many of its members, and to win them